
THE MESSAGE OF THE 
CROSS  

I CORINTHIANS 1:18-31 



I. The message of the 
cross seems foolish to 
those who don’t know 

Jesus (I Corinthians 1:18). 
• Of all the ways God could have saved us, 

why choose the cross? 
 
 
 
 

• Why would the message of the cross turn 
away prospective followers? 



II. The message of the 
cross is wiser than the 

messages from the world 
(v.19-21). 

• What would happen to Christianity 
without the message of the cross? 
 
 
 

 
• Why couldn’t angelic armies win our 

salvation without a cross? 



III. The strength of our 
message is Christ 

crucified (v.22-25). 

• How is the message of the cross stronger 
than miracles or philosophy? 
 
 

 

 
• How could a crucified Savior become 

stronger and wiser than mankind? 



IV. God has chosen the 
message of the cross to 

overcome the world 
(v.26-31). 

• Why is it so amazing that God uses weak 
people to overcome the strong? 
 
 
 

 
• How does the lifestyle of the cross lead 

us to boast in the Lord? 



V. The message of the cross must be 
lived out in our lives (Luke 9:23). 



V. The message of the 
cross must be lived out 
in our lives (Luke 9:23). 

• Why is the message incomplete when we 
do not take up our own cross? 
 

• How are we stronger and wiser when we 
daily take up our own cross? 
 

• Who sees you as one who has taken up 
your cross for Christ? 



Call to Action: To 
overcome the world by 
willingly suffering with 

Christ. 
• Why is the message of the cross so powerful? 
• How is that message made more powerful 

when we carry our own cross? 
• What will help us to carry our cross in ways 

that cause others to ask about our hope? 
• Have you denied yourself and taken up your 

cross? 
 

-How can we help? 
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