
FIRST, THEY GAVE 
THEMSELVES  

II CORINTHIANS 8:5 



I. Jesus tells us that we 
can use our treasure to 

move our hearts 
(Matthew 6:21). 

• Where are we investing our treasure of 
time, attention and effort? 
 
 
 
 

• Where are we investing our money? 



II. The Old Testament 
blesses sincere givers 

(Malachi 3:10; Proverbs 
3:9-10). 

• What blessings did God offer to sincere 
givers? 
 
 
 

 
• How do our spiritual blessings compare 

with the greatest physical blessings? 



III. For the tabernacle, the willing gave all 
they could (Exodus 35:21-22; 36:4-7). 

• What desire moved the 
hearts of people of Israel 
to give as they did? 
 
 
 
 

• What will move us to 
give as we should? 



IV. The New Testament 
shows that we first give 

ourselves  
(II Corinthians 8:5). 

• Why would people in “deep poverty” 
(v.3), willingly give so much? 
 
 
 

• What will help us to first give our lives to 
God so that He has our wallets? 



V. The early church gave 
all that they could  

(Acts 2:45; 4:32-35). 

• How diligently did early Christians give 
to meet real needs? 
 
 
 

• What will move us to diligently give to 
meet real needs today? 



Call to Action: To give 
who we are and what 

we have to God. 

• How much does God need my gift, and how 
much do I need to give it? 

• How will it help me when I invest more of my 
treasure in the work of God? 

• What will help us have a heart that wants to 
give so much that we need to be restrained? 

• What will help you to give to God in proportion 
to what He has given to you? 

-How can we help? 
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